maintaining a strong emphasis on  interagency  investigations witli  the Customs
Service, the  Coast Guard  and the rest of the Federal  enforcement community.     I
believe we will  be seeing an  acceleration  in the number of interagency,
high-level   investigations,

El_ _P_aso _In_ten igence Center  (E_P1CJ_ and Military Assistance
The El  Paso  Intelligence Center  (EPIC)  has a vital   place at the heart of our
operations,    EPIC is an  interagency operation  supported by DEA,  the FBI,  Coast
Guard,   Immigration and Naturalization Service,  U.S,  Customs Service,  Bureau of
Alcohol,  Tobacco,  and Firearms,  Federal  Aviation Administration,  U.S. Marshals
Service and the  Internal  Revenue Service.    EPIC also has working agreements with
46 State law enforcement agencies  and the Virgin  Islands.    As the number of
participating  agencies has  increased,  the reliability of EPIC's products  and
services has  been recognized by consumers  and,  as  a result,  the  increase  in
demand for EPIC's services has been significant,    With drug enforcement  emphasis
on  international operations,  conspiracy cases  and financial   investigations,

EPIC's workload lias become more complex.    As  a result of the enactment  of the
Department of Defense Authorization Act,  1902 (P,L. 97-86) on December 1,  1981,

OEA can look forward to increased military assistance in drug smuggling
incidents and cases, which should provide for further enhancement and
utilization of EPIC's capabilities,

Jnyestigatjve Support in PEA

Thus far,  I have discussed our major program directions and,  in so doing,   I
have left unstated the critical components of OEA's activities which support our
enforcement program and provide the OEA agents with the needed tools of the
trade.    Support operations activity encompasses:    our strategic and tactical
intelligence program; laboratory analysis of evidence in support of
investigations prosecution of drug traffickers and support of State and' local
operations; training programs for all  levels of DEA operational personnel, State
and local personnel,  and foreign officials; and maintenance of an effective
technical equipment program,  including aircraft operations to support
Increasingly complex high-level  Investigations,    The Individuals who staff these
vital functions are extraordinarily committed to supporting our agents and the
DEA mission.

Conclusion

For years, OEA has done fine work at home and abroad.    In my eight months as
Acting Administrator,  1 have been pleased at the obvious dedication and

